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Ve Worksheets

Quick Review on self—
sTudying Khmer




Language tips

Hello! My name is Ratrei but you can call me
Amari. The following has been formatted
based on how I personally, self-study/ied the
written Khmer Language.

There are two "main” sounds that are referred
to as first and second series consonants. The
first series reflect the "aw" sounding
consonants while the second series reflect the
"oh" sounding consonants.

Your goals and learning styles may differ from
mine as one of my goals was to be able to
read the script and learn how to differentiate
formal pronunciations. Regaining and
improving my fluency and speaking skills are
something that I focused later on.

The amount of time self-studying was A LOT.
Give or take it, for 2.5 years, it ranged from
30minutes to 1+ hour every weekday.



Discretion

This is only a "basic guide" of how I self-
studied the Khmer alphabet.

It does not contain an explanation about word
and sentence structure of the Khmer
language, punctuation, spacing, and writing
format.

While I was self-studying the alphabet, I was

learning how to read some words or at least

pronounce Khmer words/phrases I recalled
from memory.

I had to read a lot of academic studies to
understand how to form a word but even that
was really confusing since there isn't a
standard romanization in place so you'll find
that everyone uses a different romanization.



Discretion

The academic/research materials ended up
confusing me even more LOL with all used
different romanizations. I gave up on them.

In the end, it was all a guessing game on
reading Khmer words and forcing my brain to
recall a Khmer word based on the English
definitions.

I'd look at an English definition of a word and
try to see if I could recall it in Khmer.

Then would refer to my notes on the alphabet
and tried to break it down.

At one point, I was like—am I doing f *kin
math? ? &
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33 KHMER CONSONANTS AND SUBSCRIPTS
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aeu

ei

ear

oe(hk) euh

first Series

(AW) Sounds

ah oh



Let's talk about this
diacritic Ye0ASSY
n

¢ 9 A
fU M AN ()
G T

When ( ") is used, it converts these following
o-series consonants to a-series, 1 M & W § §

nop —
0 cp 0 =3O
Y _‘;_. S Y
1 _‘;.. — W
I o —
i _‘;_. — ]
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Second Series

(OH) Sounds

seum °m aomh eah uh
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"l.h" eh u "oogh"
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following a-series consonants to o-
series, U N U H
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Existing Dialects

Majority of Khmer speakers speak Central
Khmer aka Standard Khmer. The following various
dialects also exist:

Northern Khmer: After the fall of the Khmer
Empire, the native Khmer of the North became
under the sphere of the Kingdom of Lan Xang
(Laos), then Thailand

Western Khmer: Spoken by an isolated population
in the Cardamom mountain range
(West Cambodia and East Central Thailand)

Phnom Penh Khmer: Spoken in the capital, the

merging or elision of "R's, etc

Southern Khmer: spoken by the native Khmer of
Southern Vietnam and became influenced by
Vietnamese, etc

Khmer Khe: After the fall of the Khmer Empire,
they abandoned their Northern territories, the Lao
ppl then settled here. The dialect is assumed to
resemble pre-modern Siem Reap



Writing Styles

HAJI{H]N (Aksar-Chrieng)
- Novels and other publications may be printed in
this, it's basically oblique lettering.

HNJNAWI (Aksar Chhor) or i—iﬁ\jjiﬁﬁ (Aksara Trang)
- Standing letters where text is italicized

Hn}iev (Aksar Kham)

- This is also referred to as Khom Thai script.
This style is used in manuscripts. It has old school
characteristics and you'll see this used for the SAK
YANT tattoos , cloth writing, and engraving

HANYIU (Aksar Mul)

- calligraphy style writing. It is similar to Aksar
Kham but it's a rounded script where it's bold and
thick.



Self-learning/studying

Tips from Kundamrei/RatreiJrnls

1. Study the 1st & 2nd series separately but
along with their subscripts

2. Test your memorization of ALL the consonants

3. Test your memorization of ALL the subscripts
associated with said consonants

4. Try writing out all the 1st Series [aw sounding
consonants] along with their subscripts

5. Try writing out all the 2nd Series [(oh sounding
consonants] along with their subscripts



Self-learning/studying

Tips from Kundamrei/RatreiJrnls

6. This is dependent on your level of Khmer but |
would practice pronouncing words that start out
with the respective consonant/letter

7. | lookup more words via dictionary associated
with said consonant/letter to expand my
knowledge or to recall it from memory



First Series

Practice Worksheets
C

I treated self-studying Khmer like a part-time job.

It was hard without the formal breakdown of words
and sentences as there is still a lack of material in
English but I chose to focus on testing my
memorization of the alphabet first until I could recall it
from memory.



Y g A8 gu s
UH 0 Ay Uy
oy W o8 H

FIUWHRNMS  HIFINARR{UHUONI|MY

Please put the "aw" consonants into the box below:



Y g A8 gu s
UH 0 Ay Uy
oy W o8 H

FIUWHRNMS  HIFTNARR{UHUONI|MY

Please put the "aw" consonants into the box below:



AU URJN S HMETENUA & a2

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from fi to Q.



AU URJN S HMUETENUA & s ;9

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from & to M.



A URJN S HMUI M UE U Bnl u*

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from Uto b.



AU URJM S HMERTEN U W e a4

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from W to #J.



AU URJN S HME TN UA 11 5hed 59

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from Ul to H.



NI S NAHMNS

The "AW" consonants consist of:



AU URJN S HMUERTENUA & a1

Please arrange the "AW" consonants in order
from 7 to H.
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U AMIRM AN ( ) is used with which
consonant ?

When ( ") is used, it converts these
following o-series consonants to a-series



Second Series

Practice Worksheets
C

Once I am able to recall all "AW" consonants and
respective subscripts, I then get into the "OH"
consonants and follow the same testing and

memorization process.



BY 200008080 S
R oAy Wy Yl
R

AIYWHRNM S HIFINARRUHIONIMY

Please put the "oh" consonants into the box below:



A URI S BMUNTNUA & i 2

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from 7 to 1.



A URIM S BMUNTNUA 6 il m

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from © to ().



A URJ S BMUNUA & Had an

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from & to AN.



A URJN S BMUNTURA s 8

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from % to S.



AU URIMS: BMURTN UL UM 64

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from Utob.



AJEI URIM S BMUNT U Wihe 4

Please arrange the “oh” consonants in order
from W to §J.



NS NAFENS

The "OH" consonants consist of:



AU URJN S: BMURTNUA & a1

Please arrange the "OH" consonants in order
from 7 to H.



RE0G (7) {USMYWaNMS:gwam?

u (7 4 u

~

fﬁ”g () is used with which consonant ?

12

When ( ~ ) is used, it converts these
following o-series consonants to a-series



REVIEWING ALL THE
CONSONANTS AND
SUBSCRIPTS

C

Now that I am able to recall the "OH" consonants and
respective subscipts, I get into testing my abilities and
memory of all the "AW" and "OH" consonants along
with their respective subscripts.



PRACTICE
WORKSHEETS

C
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RENAHANTFIHAIINY

Match the letter to the subscript
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RENAHANTFIHAIINY

Match the letter to the subscript



RENAHANTFIHAIINY

Match the letter to the subscript

D3

22U
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RENAHANTFIHAIINY

Match the letter to the subscript



D3

D3

RENAHANTFIHAIINY

Match the letter to the subscript
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Learning about the
Supplementary
Consonants and

Independent Vowels

C



supplementary consonants

(usually found in loanwords)

'S
353
1S

hga hg'a hna

1S
'S
S

hma hla hva

S ¢S
=
=

hv'a hsa hs'a



Independent Vowels

U IlMNa = "complete vowels

QoL

5 0 2 a

o el ) ou au
2 _x 2 _A
rue rueu lue lueu ae

) 8,8 3

al an aul



Learning
about the ianusa
Diacritics

C



Symbol

Name
SAUIRN
A

Explanation

Pali niggahtta. It's
a small circle
written over a
consonant or a
following
dependent vowel,
it nasalizes the
inherent or
dependent vowel,
with the addition
of [m]; long
vowels are also
shortened

Related to visarga.
Pair of small
circles that's

written after a
consonant or
dependent vowl. It
modifies and adds
final /h/ aspiration
of the inherent or
dependent vowel



Symbol Name

&
3
o
39

TN

@
o
)
o)

9/

Explanation

Pair of dots, it's
fairly new but it is
written after a
consonant to
represent that
there's a short
vowel and glottal
stop.

Written above a
consonant, it
converts some o-
series(I MY W1
{) to a-series. Also
sometimes use
above U (b) to a
"p sound"



Symbol

Name Explanation

Written above a
consonant, and

o converts some a-
Lﬂ ﬁjg series consonants
(U1 UR) to o-

series.

AKA URINH bok
cheung. It's used
in place of the
o~ revious 2
tn»]] ﬁﬁLmH diacfitics ( 5 and
%) when it's
impeded by a
superscript vowel



Symbol Name Explanation

Written over last
' : consonant of a
UusSn syllable. It
o indicates a short
sound.

Occurs in Sanskrit
loanwords. It used
NG

ya to represent an R

sound but now it
. tends to be

s unpronounced in

words.



Symbol Name Explanation

Written over last

O consonant and
G NUNT

represents that
the letter is silent.

Represents a
A ﬁm g rising intonation

of an interjection
or exclamation



Symbol Name

Explanation

Used in some
words to show
that a consonant
with no
dependent vowel
is pronounced
with the inherent
vowel, not a final
consonant

Used in some
Pali/Sanskrit

aiunNQ/ ﬁjm words, it indicates

that the syllable is
a short vowel



Symbol

NOTES:

Name

ny

Explanation

Obsolete but

suppresses a

consonant's
inherent vowel



THINGS YOU SHOULD NOTE?

¢ Multiple romanizations exist and there isn't
one standard way in place so write it however
lol

® Multiple spellings may exist for certain words
(not all).

®* On social media, you'll find that a lot of words
are spelled incorrectly. Just triple check via
dictionary



THINGS YOU SHOULD NOTE?

® Learning basic Pali and Sanskrit does help (in
my opinion)

® Some word definitions and usage does
require the assistance of older folks because
a lot of words cannot be directly translated
and will have more meaning and implications
to it



THINGS YOU SHOULD NOTE?

® Gender neutral words do exist but there are
gendered terms such as the word "yes" in
Khmer

® Just like other languages, there are slang
words that are respective to said region,
generation, or social circles

* We know the language of our elders'
generation so there may be some words that
are not used anymore back in the homeland
and sometimes the meaning/definition of the
word has changed back in the homeland.



THINGS YOU SHOULD NOTE?

® Grammar may be simple but can be deceptive
at times.

® The hard part is memorizing the entire Khmer
alphabet but once you get all the vowels
down, it becomes simple

® Some studies I read years ago said it's 7/th/8th
grade level where the majority has a proper
foundation in Khmer so do what you want
with that info



